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Milestones

Statistics

Formal requirements and registration

Select procedural aspects
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• The ratification of Romania took effect 1 September 2024
• Requests for delay of registration are no longer accepted  

UNITARY PATENT UPDATE
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Notice from the European Patent Office dated 5 June 2024 concerning Romania's ratification of the 
Agreement on a Unified Patent Court and the possibility of requesting a delay in the registration of unitary 
effect, OJ EPO 2024 (advance publication)
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UNITARY PATENT - TERRITORIAL SCOPE
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• EU enhanced co-operation + UPCA in force on 
the date of registration of unitary effect

• So far 18 states: AT, BE, BG, DE, DK, EE, FI, 
FR, IT, LT, LV, LU, MT, NL, PT, SE, SI, RO

• Generation 2 includes Romania (as from 1 
September)

• Territorial coverage indicated in the UPP Register

• No extension of the territorial coverage to  
participating member states that ratify the UPCA 
after the registration 
of unitary effect
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MILESTONES – UNITARY PATENTS AT THE EPO
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LATEST RELEVANT FIGURES (MARCH 2025)
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 52.250 received and 51.558 registered

 1.998 received and 1.686 registered

UP requests,
Compensation 
requests

 17.5% in 2023, 25.6 in 2024 and 27.8% 
in 2025 so far

Uptake rate
(EP grants  UP)

 63.9% of requests are based 
on Euro-PCT applications

 36.1% on Euro-direct applications

Filing
strategy

 64.0% of requests from EPC states

 15.2% from the US

 12.9% from Japan, Rep. Korea, China 

Origin of 
proprietors
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EPO SERVICES TO CUSTOMERS
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1 July 2023
 Full transparency to the public at large
 The dashboard is being continuously enhanced

UP dashboard
on EPO website

January 
2024

 In case of parallel infringement or revocation 
proceedings

 Once informed accordingly by the UPC, no 
request needed

Acceleration
of opposition 
proceedings

1 April 2024

 Requests for registrations of transfers
of rights and licences

 Certification of UP certificates and extracts of the 
UP Register

MyEPO – new online 
services
(free of charge)

1 March 
2025

Within the context of the EPO guidelines cycle 
(2024-2025)

 Users consulted during the year (online 
consultation, SACEPO)

Producing UP 
Guidelines
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Formal deficiencies

3.512, of which 106 pending and 3.406 rectified

Decisions on unitary effect

70 rejections, mostly due to different set of claims,

missed 1-month time limit or missing translations

Re-establishment of rights

73 requests for re-establishment of unitary effect, of which 46 granted and 11 refused

Unified Patent Court (UPC)

No decision of the UP division appealed to the UPC so far

DEFICIENCIES AND DECISIONS SINCE 1 JUNE 2023 
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UNITARY PATENT DASHBOARD
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UNITARY PATENT DASHBOARD
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UNITARY PATENT DASHBOARD
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UNITARY PATENT DASHBOARD
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EXAMINATION OF THE REQUEST FOR UNITARY EFFECT
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REQUIREMENTS FOR THE REGISTRATION OF UNITARY EFFECT

Substantive 
requirements

Unitary effect can be requested for European 
patents granted

• on or after the date of entry into operation
of the Unitary Patent package

• in respect of all 25 participating EU Member 
States, and

• with the same set of claims for all of states 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR THE REGISTRATION OF UNITARY EFFECT

Main 
procedural 
requirements

Request filed by the patent owner

• in writing in the language of the proceedings

• within one month of EP grant

• containing:

• particulars of the requester(s) and of the 

representative(s)

• Number of the EP for which unitary effect 

is requested

• the translation of the EP as per 

requirements
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EXAMINATION OF THE REQUEST FOR UNITARY EFFECT
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The request for unitary effect must include each proprietor’s name and complete postal 
address (Rule 6(2)(a) UPR and Rule 41(2)(c) EPC)

A change in proprietor data must be requested separately
Regarding representation, the same rules apply under the UPR and the EPC (Rule 20 
UPR and Article 133 EPC)

If an authorisation is needed, it must cover the proceedings relating to Unitary Patent
(Forms 1003/1004 and Forms 7003/7004)
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AUTHORISATION – FORMS 1003 AND 1004
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AUTHORISATION – FORMS 7003 AND 7004
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UNITARY PATENT CERTIFICATE
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UP certificate is issued
with EPO Form 7055

Unitary Patents are assigned
the specific identifier "C0",
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REGISTER FOR UNITARY PATENT PROTECTION – FILE INSPECTION
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REGISTER FOR UNITARY PATENT PROTECTION
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REGISTER FOR UNITARY PATENT PROTECTION
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REGISTER FOR UNITARY PATENT PROTECTION
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PLACE OF BUSINESS ON THE DATE OF FILING  

Voluntary indication of a place of business on the date of filing of the 
European patent application (Article 7(1)(b) Regulation (EU) 
No 1257/2012 and Rule 16(1)(w) UPR)

• it must be provided together with the request for unitary effect
• it must be in a participating member state in which the UPCA has 

taken effect at the date of registration of unitary effect 

• EPO’s online filing tools provide a specific field for entering a place of 
business in connection with the request for unitary effect (Form 7000)



epo.org

25

PLACE OF BUSINESS ON THE DATE OF FILING  

Information about place of business under tab general information
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COMPENSATION - ELEGIBILITY

• European patent application was filed in an official EU language other than English, 

French or German

• Residence or principal place of business in an EU member state, and 

• natural person or entity falling within one of the following categories:

• SME as defined in European Commission Recommendation 2003/361/EC dated 

6 May 2003, or

• non-profit organisation as defined in Article 2(1)(14) 

of Regulation (EU) No 1290/2013, or

• university or public research organisation

• The request for compensation must be filed together with the request for unitary effect. It 

must contain a declaration that the proprietor is a natural person or one of the entities 

mentioned above (Rule 9 UPR)
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RENEWAL FEES FOR UNITARY PATENT

• One single renewal fee is payable yearly to the EPO
• Due date: Last day of the month of the anniversary of the date of filing of the 

European patent giving rise to the Unitary Patent (Rule 13 UPR and Rule 
51(1) EPC) 

• Additional six-month payment period, but then additional fee due

• A three-month safety period for renewal fees falling due: 
• within three months of the notification of the communication indicating 

the date of registration of unitary effect 
• between the grant of the European Patent and the registration of unitary 

effect
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RENEWAL FEES FOR UNITARY PATENT

Form 7038 in OLF 2,0 has the same structure and functionalities as 
form 1038, but documents and fee codes relate to the Unitary patent
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RENEWAL FEES FOR UNITARY PATENT

Example: Payment of a renewal fee plus additional fee
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FEES IN UP

• The request for unitary patent and the request of compensation are free of 
charge

• Central Fee Payment, credit card payment and bank transfer:
all possible payment information and payments to UP (renewal fee, fee for 
reestablishment of rights, surcharges, transfer of rights, automatic debit 
orders, refunds)

• Form 7038: Setting up automatic debit order, all possible fees related to UP, 
refund instructions

• Form 7000: Setting up automatic debit order, procedural fees, refund 
instructions, but no payment of a renewal fee before registration of unitary 
effect!
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REGISTRATION TRANSFER OF RIGHTS, LICENCES, RIGHTS IN REM

• Transfer of rights, licences and right in rems can be requested for 
European patents with unitary effect

• Rules 22, 23, 24 EPC apply mutatis mutandis via 
Rule 20(2)(b) UPR

• Within Rule 85 EPC time limit, one request and fee due for both, EP 
and UP proceedings

• Request, evidence, fee (free of charge via MyEPO Portfolio)

• Transfer of rights and rights in rem are recorded for all participating 
member states

• Licences may be recorded for all or part of the territories 
of the participating member states
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STATEMENT CONCERNING LICENCES

• Statement indicating that proprietor is prepared to allow anyone to 
use their invention as a licencee in return for an appropriate 
consideration (Rule 12 UPR, Article 8(1) Regulation (EU) No 
1257/2012 and Rule 12(1) UPR)

• Form 7001 
• Reduction of 15% in future renewal fees

• Recording of an exclusive licence not possible once 
a statement on a licence of right has been filed

• Withdrawal possible (Form 7002) if reduced amounts of renewal fees 
are repaid to the EPO
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!


